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aunt mai’s budget. 


So he came to live in the kitchen with Brownlegs, and 
after a time he grew fat and merry, and used to talk to young 
spiders about the time ‘‘when I was foolish, and lived all 
alone in the cellar, my dears.” 

Bessie Green. 


Riddles. 

Correct answers have been received from Percy Godding, 
Lilian and Ryk Van der Byl, Africa, Mabel Herring, Bertie 
and Queenie Wilson. 


BOOKS. 

“En hoexkens ende boexkens.” 

Dear Editor. — I cannot begin my notes this month without a 
reference to the great loss that education has sustained in the death of 
Professor Jowett. He did more, perhaps, than any other man to raise the 
standard of University culture in our time, and to infuse into it that 
sympathy with modern activity of thought and life that is now so dis- 
tinguishing a mark of Oxford and Cambridge. His greatest monument 
will be found in the lives of the eminent men who have been his pupils, 
who will be the first to acknowledge their indebtedness to his influence and 
to whom he was always known by the reverent and affectionate name of 
“The Master.” 

In the Fortnightly for October, Prof. Geddes discussing “University 
Systems Past and Present,” contrasts the Germanic type with the 
Napoleonic of which the finest example is the University of Paris. The 
conclusion he arrives at is that the aims and ideals of University reformers 
both in Germany and in America tend in the direction of Germanization. 

In the Humanitarian for August, I find a letter by J. McNamara, M B., 
on “Child Culture” with special reference to the nervous system of 
childhood. Considering the extreme impressibility and exquisite delicacy 
of that system, and that impressions whether of good or evil, whilst 
easily made, are deep and lasting, it is all-important that the sights and 
sounds that reach the young sensorium should be such only as leave 
impressions of the good and the noble. The writer quotes from a sugges- 
tive paper in the La?icet on the subject from the pen of Dr. Gay, and 
enforces the principle that “it is inhibition— power of control— which 
parents should seek to cultivate in children, rather than development of 
function, for this is possible later in life, whereas control once lost, may 
never be regained.” In conclusion he says, “ Restrain a precocious child, 
do not cram a backward one, but with judicious education of the mind, 
let them indulge in healthy recreation and develop their motor centres 
before those of much higher level.” 

In the September number of the same magazine (which always contains 
much valuable matter), the Rev. J. Rice Byrne draws serious attention 
to the injury inflicted on the health of school children owing to the posture 
which they are compelled to assume in consequence of defects in the 
construction of the seats and desks in use in schools. All parents and 
teachers should make a point of studying this article. 
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Under the title of “An American Saint,” the Daily Chronicle, of 
September 25th, reviews a recent biography of Bronson Alcott father of 

the Authoress of that universal favourite, Little W omen. 1 here is not 

space here to quote the anecdotes related to illustrate the simplicity and 
srentleness of his nature. His educational methods were a return to those of 
Socrates, and of course, had a wonderful effect in developing the minds of 
the children committed to his care, and his own personal character had a 
marvellous effect upon them. His idea of discipline is very interesting. 
It was his dream for a long time, that a school could be carried on without 
punishment, but finding this impossible, and that it w'as necessary that 
somebody should be punished, Alcott decided that the somebody should 
be himself, the caning to be administered by the culprit, with the result 
that the most unruly children were completely sobered, and there w'as more 
complete silence, attention and obedience than ever before. 

I note also an article in the Pall Mall Gazette, of October 2nd, by 
Mr. Oscar Browning, on “ How Switzerland trains her Children ; ” by 
Dr. Andrew Wilson, in the Illustrated London News , of September 23rd, 
giving an account of various children, in whom could be traced the results 
of ante-natal influences ; several articles in the Scholastic Glebe ; a 
discussion in the British Weekly on the books that children should read on 
Sundays ; and, as a sign of the increased interest that is now taken in this 
subject, that a column is appropriated in each issue of the Gentlewoman , 
and the Woman at Home, in which parents can discuss the training 
of their children, and ask the Editor’s advice in cases of difficulty. 

Pater Junior. 

By Lantern Light. A Tale of the Cornish Coast, by Austin Clare, 
author of The Carved Cartoon (S.P.C.K.) — Joan Tregear is the heroine, a 
strong and sweet, brave and true Cornish maiden. The sound and smell 
of the sea are in the tale, the scene of which is laid about a Cornish ftorth, 
with its coast guard station and its lighthouse. A fray with smugglers is 
the principal incident, and the personages are an intelligent young coast- 
guardsman, Joan and her father, who is the lighthouse keeper, and her 
.brother, the scapegrace of the family and a smuggler. Out of these 
scanty materials ‘Austin Clare’ has woven a story as interesting, as whole- 
some, and almost as graceful as the Carved Cartoon. Joan Tregear is 
a study of character from which a girl should get up the better and the 
stronger. By Lantern Light is a love story, but a girl who is old enough 
to care to read the story must needs profit by such a presentation as this of 
t ( oly tie which binds men and women. One of the specially wholesome 
points in the book is that all the characters are simple folk, who live their 
ives without any encouragement or assistance from their * betters,’ and 
e author treats her people with admirable respect. She could not make 
more of them if they were great personages. Here is a book for a 
,?!! mas ox ^ lat be quite sure to be appreciated by the young folk. 
my / ister >" by the Venerable G. R. Wynne (S.P.C.K.)— 
M ah (A* and w bolesome story, rather "younger* than the last. 

ollt “ d Tom are the son and daughter of the vicar of Killwade, an 
e P ar ish. lorn is a fine fellow, always fond of his 
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sister, but in the first place with a selfish and patronising fondness common 
to brothers. He himself tells us the story of how he learned to serve and 
honour his sister Mabel. The story is very spirited and pleasant, fisher- 
folk and peasant-folk play their part in it, but somehow one feels a little of 
the de haut en has tone in speaking of the "common people.* A boy of 
nine or ten would like this as a Christmas-box, and if he has sisters it 
would do him no harm. 

[We have not space to notice more Christmas books this month, but hope 
in our next issue to give a list, as we know how difficult it is to judge 
of the character of the volumes displayed on a bookseller’s counter, 
not even always by the name of the author, and we cannot but feel that 
the promiscuous and often questionable literature, which finds its way 
into a house at Christmas time, has often a mischievous effect. We 
cannot keep out the new books of the season, but let us anyway choose 
such as are sound and wholesome in tone.] 


* 


